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O + 
Executive Department, Boise City, I T. 

Gentlemen of the Council and House of Representatives + 

In: obedience to the requirements of: established’ custom, I . 
present to your Honorable body the Message expected tu be 
read at the opening of your session. a nn ee 

To the greater portion of the population of our Territory, . 
the year now closing has been a year of prosperity. Many 
who began the year with perplexing doubts and misgivings.ag. 
to the future of the country, have had those doubts-and anxie- 
ties happily removed, and the success of the past leads themto _ 
hope and trust for the future. 3 a 

We have been spared the calamities of famine and pesti- 
lence, while the benign ‘blessings of peace, health and abund- | 
ance have been bestowed upon us by a kind and overruling ` 
Providence with an unsparing measure. These signal marks 
of God’s good providence should call out our deepést gráti- 
tude to Him whose good pleasure it has been’ thus to prospér 
and bless us as a people. — ane تو‎ 

For the.first two years after thé settlement of our,Territory, 
Idaho was loéked upon only as a theater for speculation atid as 
a place for a temporary. residence, where, by enduring. thé 
necessary toil and privations, rapid fortunes might be acquired, 
The Territory was first peopled by those whose’ object’ was the ` 
acquirement of a speedy fortune, and this being done to return 
- either to the Pacific or Atlantic States ; but this feeling is ráp- 

idly subsiding and-the abundant success attendingboth mining . 
and agricultural pursuits during the' past year is fast removing ` 
. the prejudices that have formerly existed against Idaho as being — 
a desirable location for a permanent residente’ = * 

The most reliable information on the subject establishes the 
fact, that the yield-of precious metals, in the aggregate for the 
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past year exceeds that of any preceding year. This, in con- 
nection with the fact that operations in gold and silver quartz, 
our principal source of mineral wealth, are as yet only in em- 
bryo, is a source of gratification to every one concerned in 
the future prosperity of the Territory. The ledges already 
opened and worked uniformly present indications of increasing 
richness; in not a single instance have there been indications 
of depreciation in the deposits of mineral wealth. Only a 
small proportion of thé gpd and silver. bearing quartz ledges 
already discovered and known to be rich, some of them almost 
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other lotality on, the Pacitic. coast, , The dapis natdar distant.‏ 
when but little if any of ‘the productions raised onthe. Pacific..‏ 


next, and it i§ safe.to estimate that equal success wil] atteiid ۰ 
mihing“ititerests of the country, In; connection with the agri-. 
cultural” interests of the Territory it’ is, not uninteresting: to. :: 
know, that- an enterprising farmer in, Buise Valley, during the 
past sùmmer, cultivated sorghum .with.the.most-snecesstul. re~.. 
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ergy atid ‘success, ‘all other indlistrial parsuits congeqnent. upon: ， 
thényhave been correspondingly ..remunerative, düd it «is ‘ber i» - 
lieved that’ there arë, more settled families, zaore, competent’ .. 
business fei, more, active and worthy, working men, stich as.- > 
constitute the bone ‘aud sinew. of: every: country, now in:-our..: . 
midst who 106K ‘upon, Idaho as their. future home, than ‘theré . 
ever have been at any previous period... °. i 
The ideg ot extravagant speculation js-giving way. to patient =. 
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toil:and well regulated economy,.and-judging the future by the’ 
past, this healthier sentiment: ow the part of the people will, 
graditally. increase until, Idaho will: abound in all the fixtures: 
and elements of a well established and properly organized com- 
munity. As.the resources of. the country are more and'more 
developed, other branches of industry, hitherto dormant, . will’ 
doubtless, be. thrown open -for'the active and energetic labor: of- 
the country. All things.considered, the future of Idaho’ may, 
now:be looked upon with. more confidence than «at any, former: 
period .of: her history.. os i. کور یٹ وت‎ 
One fact connected with -our ‘business relations is a: sour¢e: of 
' -just pride-to our citizens.. Our. merchants command a-respect: 
in the commercial circles of the coast not surpassed by:the mer- > 
chants of any .vther.coinmunity. Atter-a careful examination. 
of the facts, it is believed. that: the wholesale merchants of our — 
commercial ports, whose patronage has been extended to ‘the 
merchants of Idaho, have sustainéd less loss thronglithem than . 
through the merchants of any other community where the.. 
saine amount of. business has been transacted. When we con- 
sider the vast amount of trade that has passed through the - 
hands of our merchants, our great distance trom the seaboard)... 
the extended ranges of mountains ever which our routes of land: 
carriage must necessarily pass, and ‘the consequent perplexities 
attending the delivery of goods in our towns, and the very few. | 
failures experienced, we may .indeed point with just -pride:to. 
the.character of our merchants as men of tine business qualifi- 
cations, and to.the resources of our country ‘as inexhaustible. - 
Another source of- congratulation to our citizens, is to be:- 
found in the marked decrease of crime in our midst. During 
the'past year but few cases of murder or highway robbery have 
occurred. while duringithe same tiine crimes of smaller grade’ - 
have evidently been on the decrease. ۰ 
It'is to be haped that in all coming time the arm of the law 
in Idaho will be sufficiently powerful for the protection of -her 
citizens in both life and property, and that whatever may. have 
been'the apparent provocations in times past, no such apparent 
necessity-will ever again exist, and that it will not in the future 
be necessary for citizens, in. their own name. and without. the 
authority ‘of: law, to undertake the administration of justice. 
No instance of dissatisfaction to the people has occurred during 
the past year frem the regular operations of the law. Where . 
crimes have been committed, the parties accused of the same 
have; in due time, been put upon trial, and the ہس مرو‎ 
heartily acquiesced in the result.. Everywhere in our Territory ` 
the increased promptness and stability of our courts is looked ~. 
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upon asa just source of increased confidence, on the part of the 
people. Therefore, with regrets for any deplorable events that 
may have occurred in the past, we may rejoice over the brighter 
prospect for the future. | | 


ı With regard to legislation to be done at the present session, 
J have but few recommendations to make. Indeed it seems to 
me that no great amount of legislation is at present required. 
It is thonght that familiarity with the existing statutes is of 
greater consequence to the people than increased legislation. 
While it is important that needed changes in the laws should, 


from time to time, be made, and necessary new ones enacted, . 


it is equally important that the statutes should remain free from 
8 e : $ 

complications by amendment, at least long enough for the peo- 

ple to become familiar with them and their practical workings. 


Since the adjournment of the last Legislature the laws en- 
acted. at that and the preceding session have been printed, in 
separate volumes, each of which has been appropriately and 
conveniently indexed. The publishing work has been well 
executed, in good type and on good paper, with substantial 
binding, but for want of funds to pay for the work the books 


still remain in the hands of the Publishers at San Francisco.’ 
The embarrassment under which you must necessarily labor in. 


not having these laws béfore you are fully appreciated, as with- 
out them it is impossible that your present legislation can be 
performed uiiderstandingly or with as much satisfaction, either 


to yourselves or to your constituents, as could be done, could | 


access be had to these bound volumes. In fact, the statutes of 
the Territory are in a very unsatisfactory condition. l 
The first Legislature which assembled at Lewiston in 1863, 
enacted a code, but as the duration of their session was lim- 
ited, it was necessarily passed in much haste, and with much 
less consideration than its Importance demanded. The code 
then enacted was not printed until after the sitting of the next 
Legislature, and many af the amendments have never been 
ublished in any form, whatever, and indeed each succeeding 
ام سو‎ has labored under the misfortune of endeavoring 


a 


to amend the legislation of its predecessor with no authentic - 


knowledge on the subject matter. The result is, that our laws 
are inharmonious and abound in perplexing discrepancies. It 
is believed that the best method of securing a perfect code of 
Jaws, and remedying the existing evils, is by the appointment 
of a commission to codify and revise the whole body of our 
statutes. The present uncertainty can thus be refnedied by a 


system which, though it may take some iffe iû incur some 
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expense, will, when complete, supersede for years the necessity 
of further améndments and additional legislation. 

Your attention is called to the fact that the hostile Indians 
still continue to harrass our routes of travel and frontier set- 
tlements, making it unsafe for prospecting parties to explore 


` many portions of our country, except in large numbers, well 
armed; thus retarding the development of our country. In | 


view of these facts I recommend the passage of an Act for the 
organization of the Militia of the Territory. The want of 
arms for protection against these hostile bands is severely felt 
by our citizens. The organization of the Militia: would not 
only serve to place us in better condition for defense against the 
savages, but would ‘also entitle us to our quota of arms from 
the Government. With a good supply of arms in their hands 
it is believed that our citizens would, in a short time, be able 
to bring to terms of peace the few marauding- bands of Indians 
that infest our borders, committing with so much apparent im- 
punity, their predatory attacks upon the unwary traveler and 
settler. . ۱ : l T 
The financial affairs of the Territory are far from being in a 
satisfactory condition, as may be seen by an examination of the 
Reports of the Territorial Treasurer and Controller. The 
remedy suggested is in the most rigid economy and a thorough 
and stringent revenue law. No one should -desire or be per- 
mitted to live in a country where he can claim the protection 
and benefit of its laws, and.at the same time refuse to. be laid 
under contribution to sustain that country and support itsJaws. 


Since all good citizens willingly pay their taxes, it is but justice. 


to them that all should be made equally to assist in the burden 
of taxation. Could all the taxes due from our citizens ‘have 
been promptly collected and paid into the Treasury, even at 
existing rates, doubtless our revenue would havé been quite 
sufficient tor all the expenditures of the Territory. ہو‎ 
Since the passage of the Organic Act, Congress has mad 
an annual appropriation of $20,000 to defray the legislative ex- 


expenses. From the records now on file in the Territorial Sec- 


retary’s Office, it is ascertained that of the $84.000 thus appro- ` 


p for this-and the three years’ preceding, only $9,983 00 
ave been received and expended in accordance with the objects 
of the appropriations. I need scarcely call your attention to 
the fact that this appropriation is by far too small for the ob- 
jects specified, and i would recommend that a memorial be ad- 
dressed to Congress on this subject, soliciting that body to make 


the next appropriation in accordance with the estimate of our 
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nate and. was referred to the Committee on ‘the Pacific Rail- 


ome a law during the present ‘session ‘of Congress. The fm- 
portance of .the enterprise 18 0 ‘deeply. felt by ‘every “citizen of 
‘Idaho as to reder it wnnetessary for me to tree yout hearty 
egoperalon with theGovernment in-catrying forward the d “sian. 


‘he atithorized ‘to extend the tax for coinmon schdol phr pobles to 
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‘Tepritary on the late’ attival of Gar Surveyor Gekerdl, My. 
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